1
The so-called "Roman Kiosk" at Naqa (Pls 151-154) is usually described as one of the finest monuments of Meroitic architecture.
2 Admitting that it is indeed a fine edifice, here it will be introduced as a case for "acculturation" on a sidetrack.
The "Roman Kiosk" stands in front of the Apedemak temple, 3 one of the principal sanctuaries of Naqa. Naqa, the T̠ w¡ı ʾrk mentioned in the Apedemak hymn from Musawwarat es Sufra as an ancient place of the lion god's cult, 4 was an important urban settlement in the Butana south of Meroe City. In the AD first century the Apedemak shrine determined Naqa's sacred landscape 5 together with the Amun temple of Natakamani and Amanitore, 6 the neighbouring temple of Amanikhareqereme (Temple 200), 7 Queen Shanakadakheto's temple 8 on the southwestern slope of Gebel Naqa, the mountain overlooking the settlement, and a number of other shrines and palaces still waiting for excavation. 9 Like in other urban settlements, 10 processional avenues interconnected Naqa's sanctuaries and palaces. The line of some of these may be reconstructed on the basis of the position of the "Roman Kiosk", the kiosk and avenue of rams in front of the Amun temple, and the kiosk in front of Temple 200.
11
The growing importance of processional feasts and significant developments in personal religiosity brought about the building of a great number of kiosks of various types and functions by the rulers of the Twenty-Fifth Dynasty at Thebes and elsewhere in Egypt. 12 The rulers of the double kingdom and their successors built kiosks and barque repositories in Nubia as well, where they belonged to the places of man's integration within the universe and society. The remarkable number of preserved kiosks 13 demonstrates that the encounters of the deities with the people on the occasion of processional feasts continued to play an important role in the life of the Nubian communities throughout the Napatan and Meroitic periods.
The position of a kiosk in relation to a temple building indicates its association with (a) particular episode(s) in the divine journeys and with the people's encounters with the deities. The functional contexts in which we find the Nubian kiosks of the Napatan and Meroitic periods 14 do not differ from the typology of contemporary Egyptian kiosks. The following types can be identified: (a) "transitory" shrine in front of the temple door along the axis of the processional avenue; 15 (a') "transitory" shrine in front of the temple, not exactly on the axis of the processional avenue; 16 (b) "transitory" shrine in front of the temple door on the axis of the processional avenue; before the shrine, slightly out of alignment, a high altar turning towards the temple; (c) "transitory" shrine on the axis of the processional avenue; between the shrine
